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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MINES BRANCH FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING DECEMBER 31st, 1938 

(Andrew A. Millar, Chief Inspector ) 

The output of coal produced from mines in the Province during 
the year was 5,230,025 tons, with a valuation of $13,702,983.41, being 
a decrease of 321,657 tons from the output of 1937. 

In addition to the above tonnage, there were 585 tons produced 
by farmers under permit, for their own use, which has not been 
included in the total output. There has been a considerable ton¬ 
nage produced by bootleg methods of which we have no record. 

Coal produced during 1937 by the Blackfoot Indians and not 
included in the 1937 output amounted to 9,788 tons with a value 
of $22,781.40. 

The disposition of coal during the year was as follows: 1,278,932 
tons sold for consumption in Alberta, 1,737,499 tons sold for con¬ 
sumption in other Provinces of Canada; 32,507 tons sold for con¬ 
sumption in the United States; 1,871,852 tons sold to railroad com¬ 
panies for locomotive use; 39,302 tons used in making briquettes; 
103,498 tons used making coke; 136,833 tons used under colliery 
boilers; 6,240 tons used by colliery railroads; 44,659 tons were put 
to stock and 36,173 tons were put to waste. The above tonnages 
include coal lifted from stock and waste heaps, which is not 
included in the total output. 

The coal produced by farmers under permits is not included in 
the total output neither are the particulars as to men and shifts 
producing such coal included in any tables—this information being 
given in a separate table, this being done in order that there should 
be no confusion of the regular statistics. 

The decrease in output may be accounted for by the extreme 
mild weather during the fall of the year and the reduced tonnage 
taken by the railroad companies. Compared with 1937, 47,122 tons 
less were sold in Alberta, 117,893 tons less to other Provinces and 
156,537 tons less to the railroad companies. 

There were 302 mines operating during the year, of which 21 
were opened, 3 re-opened and 17 abandoned. In addition to the 
mines abandoned, there were 28 mines temporarily closed, leaving 
259 mines in operation as at December 31st, 1938. 

There were 316 persons examined during the year for certifi¬ 
cates of competency as coal miners, of whom 263 were successful, 
making a total of 14,998 certificates issued to coal miners as at 
December 31st, 1938. 

During the year the following changes took place in the staff 
of the Mines Branch: Mr. D. B. Young resigned as District In¬ 
spector of Mines to accept a position as manager with the Mohawk 
Bituminous Mines Limited, Bellevue, and was succeeded by Mr. 
E. H. Morgan, with headquarters at Blairmore, Alberta. 

At the end of the year Mr. James A. Richards was superan¬ 
nuated, and Mr. A. B. Hunter was appointed to succeed Mr. 
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Richards, the vacancy resulting not having been filled at the end 
of the year. 

Samples of mine air were taken at several mines during the 
year by the inspectors, the samples being forwarded to the Chem¬ 
istry Branch of the Department of Mines, Ottawa, for analyses. 

Extensive gas surveys have been made with the M.S.A. Model 
W-8 Methane Detector at various mines during the year, this instru¬ 
ment being effective in detecting low percentages of Methane. 

Samples of coal have been collected and forwarded to the 
Industrial Research Department, University of Alberta, for analyses. 

Samples of coal dust and dust taken from the roadways of 
various mines have also been submitted to the Research Depart¬ 
ment who have conducted tests on same to determine the degree of 
inflammability of the various coals. 

All fatal and serious accidents have been investigated by the 
inspectors, who have also attended the inquests in their areas, this 
being in addition to the regular inspection of mines. 

The total number of fatal accidents was 21, as compared with 
20 in 1937. 

There were 32 prosecutions instituted under The Coal-mines 
Regulation Act, of which 10 were officials, 1 electrician, 18 miners, 1 
gripper and 2 no occupation. 

There were 24,611,920 K.W. Hrs. of purchased electrical power 
used by mines in the Province during the year, the distribution of 
purchased power used by mines in the various areas being as 
follows: Big Valley, 8,320 K.W. Hrs. being pm-chased from the 
Union Power Company, Limited, of Drumheller, who also supplied 
103,066 K.W. Hrs. to mines in Carbon and 3,629,055 K.W. Hrs. to 
mines in the Drumheller Area. The Calgary Power Company, 
Limited, supplied electrical power to mines in areas as follows: 
Camrose 7,850 K.W. Hrs., Gleichen 2,958 K.W. Hrs., Lethbridge 
10,970,520 K.W. Hrs., Taber 10,950 K.W. Hrs., Nordegg 1,203,200 
K.W. Hrs., Saunders 75,600 K.W. Hrs., and Edmonton 414,400 K.W. 
Hrs. The City of Edmonton also supplied 929,101 K.W. Hrs. to 
mines in the Edmonton Area. The East Kootenay Power Company, 
Limited, supplied 7,188,560 K.W. Hrs. to mines in the Crowsnest 
Area. The City of Medicine Hat supplied 68,340 K.W. Hrs. to mines 
in the Redcliff Area. Two mines in the Coalspur Area exchanged 
64,400 K.W. Hrs. of electrical power, this being in addition to the 
power generated and used at various mines. 

There were 9,259 men employed during the month of December, 
being a decrease of 97 men from the corresponding month in 1937. 

Due to abnormal gas conditions and other attendant problems 
at the mines of the Cadomin Coal Company, Limited, and Luscar 
Coals Limited, both bituminous mines on the Mountain Park 
Branch of the Canadian National Railways, the Government speci¬ 
ally appointed Mr. Thomas Graham, Consulting Mining Engineer of 
Comox, British Columbia, to examine and report on conditions at 
these mines and to make such recommendations as he thought 
would be helpful towards providing a solution to the difficulties 
encountered. 
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Mr. Graham made a number of recommendations and same 
have in each instance been carried out. At Cadomin, to drain off 
the gas, a drill hole was tried, same being 6 inches in diameter and 
700 feet in depth to the seam. 

From tests made this hole was found to be passing 656,640 cubic 
feet of air and gas per twenty-four hours, composed of: 

276,250 cubic feet of methane, 

291,816 cubic feet of air, 

88,574 cubic feet of black damp. 

656,640 cubic feet. 

A drill hole is to be drilled in each panel of work, and while this 
has not provided a full solution to the problem, much benefit seems 
to have been obtained from same. 

Luscar Coals Limited installed a new Jeffrey Aerodyne ventil¬ 
ating fan of 150,000 cubic feet capacity, driven by a 150 H.P. motor 
at 1,135 rev. per minute, and made various changes underground 
to help improve conditions. 

Explosion at Hinton Collieries Limited, Hinton. 

On March 30th, 1938, at 4:15 p.m., a gas explosion took place 
at the mine operated by the Hinton Collieries Limited, near Hinton, 
at the face of No. 11 room in No. 5 right entry. 

Five men were killed and five burned by the explosion. Gas 
had been allowed to accumulate at the face of No. 11 room, this 
room having a face 78 feet wide, same being cut with a Sullivan 
coal cutter of the permissible type. 

The men had gone on shift at 4 p.m., and about fifteen minutes 
after they had got to the face an electric drill was started to drill 
a hole in the Coal for a shot. 

The motor of the drill was found afterwards to be burned out,, 
and it evidently had been overloaded. It is believed that either 
sparking or the burning of the motor ignited gas and caused the 
explosion. 

Edison mining electric cap lamps had been used in this mine 
for over two months and were being used at the time of the 
explosion. 

The mine was required to be inspected by competent persons 
with a flame type safety lamp. The manager was given permission 
to install an electric drill of which the motor had to be enclosed. 

The mine was not examined with a flame type safety lamp, 
and the motor of the drill used was not of the enclosed type. 

The method of ventilating the room by stretching brattice up 
the centre of a 78-feet wide room was bad, to say the least, more so 
as none was carried across the face. 

Neglect of these matters was the cause of the explosion. 

Use of Cardox for Blasting. 

During the year two mines obtained permission to use Cardox 
for blasting coal, viz., Standard Mine operated by the Lethbridge 
Collieries Limited, near Lethbridge, and the Regal Coal Company 
Limited at East Coulee. It is reported very good results have been 
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obtained with its use, by both companies, and practically all blasting 
in coal at both these mines is now carried on exclusively with 
Cardox. 

The inspectors in both districts have kept in close touch with 
the use of the Cardox, and reported favourably upon it from the 
standpoint of its improving the size of the coal and its desirability 
from a safety standpoint, as there is practically no smoke and the 
fire hazard is practically nil. 

The Cardox shells have been improved since the earlier trials 
were made in the Province, and there is less danger from their 
being projected from the drill holes than formerly was the case. 

Air samples have been taken in places immediately after blasting 
with Cardox and sent to Ottawa for analyses. 

The results show but a very small increase of the carbon dioxide 
content arising from the Cardox and practically none of carbon 
monoxide gas. 

Sheated Explosives. 

Permissible sheathed explosives have been tried in some of the 
bituminous mines with the idea of ensuring greater safety, but the 
cost is considerably higher as compared with the ordinary per¬ 
mitted explosive. It was also found that the sheathing or “cooling 
element” reduces to some extent the efficiency of the explosive 
itself. To date very little progress has been made in the matter 
of using “sheathed expsosives.” 

No serious strikes or labour disturbances have occurred during 
the year, but conciliation boards dealt with wage questions and 
agreements covering the steam coal-mines, presided over by Justice 
A. A. McGillivray; Lethbridge district by Justice H. W. Lunney, and 
in the Drumheller district by Mr. H. A. Dyde, of Edmonton. 

Wage increases ranging from 5 to 10 per cent, were awarded and 
other adjustments made in the agreements. 

In the other districts similar increases were arranged between 
the operators and the workmen. 

At all the bituminous mines there is a tendency to reduce the 
number of shots fired and to limit the use of explosives wherever 
possible, which is desirable from a safety standpoint. 

Notwithstanding the slackness in the coal trade, considerable 
plant improvements have been made at various mines in the 
Province, the following being some of them: 

The International Mine is gradually replacing the structural 
work with fireproof material. A Vissac jig, two de-watering 
screens, a Vissac dryer and a 66,000 gallon slurry cone have recently 
been added to the equipment. Additional precautions have also 
been taken to safeguard against lightning entering the mine by the 
installation of a capacitor and other connecting equipment. 

Considerable rock work with the object of improving haulage, 
ventilation and reducing maintenance costs is still being carried on, 
aftdb'flfhS ‘W 44v«$if8ofe4unnel is now 3,000 feet inbye from the old 
g|g^0;dfit9iJ c >di yd befsioqo oniM frisbn arc. ,j.» .. . 



ANNUAL REPORT, 1938 


totally enclosed, for taking, dry coal from the rotary dryer, was 
installed; also one 110 foot by 24 inch conveyor for talcing the coal 
back to the dry cleaning plant, the driving unit being similar to the 
one already mentioned. 

At the Greenhill Mine, Blairmore, a new conveyor belt for 
taking the raw coal direct from the screens at the north end of the 
tipple to the top of the Hummer Screen; a small elevator to take the 
re-screenings from No. 1 wet washer, a bin and elevator to take 
care of the surplus house coal, have been installed. 

During the year 2,000 feet of roadway has been steel timbered. 
A new turbine pump was installed at No. 6 level pump house with 
a capacity of 500 gallons per minute, same directly connected to a 
100 H.P. 550 volt 3-phase squirrel cage motor. 

At Bellevue Mine considerable changes have been made towards 
improving the washing and drying of the coal. 

The Mohawk Bituminous Mines, Limited, Bellevue, has installed 
a calcium chloride treating plant for spraying the commercial coal 
to allay the dust; also a 24-inch belt conveyor 120 feet long to 
handle coal now in demand for stoker use. Same has a capacity of 
30 tons per hour and is driven by a 20 H.P. motor, delivering the 
coal into a storage bin. 

At the Brazeau Collieries Limited, Nordegg, the coal is treated 
by dry and wet washing. The briquetting plant is now in opera¬ 
tion, and has a capacity of 10 tons per hour. 

Edison lamps of the “K” Model, replacing the older type, have 
been put in service at this mine. 

At the Canmore Mines, Limited, Canmore, development is being 
carried on in a new seam which appears to underlie the Carey 
seam. Three hundred tons per day is being produced from same. 
The development is by means of a slope driven on the full pitch, 
and the opening is about two miles from the present tipple, the coal 
being hauled over a surface track by compressed air locomotives. 

The No. 8 Mine of the Lethbridge Collieries Limited, Leth¬ 
bridge, has installed a new 80-inch diameter fan of the Torpedo 
Screw type, made by Messrs. Thermotank Ltd., Goran, Scotland. 
The fan is delivering 80,000 cubic feet of air per minute against a 
water gauge of 2.5 inches, and is designed and installed for an 
ultimate duty of 150,000 cubic feet against a water gauge of 4.5 
inches. 

At the Federal Mine, Lethbridge, Edison Model “K” electric 
miners’ lamps have been put in service, and the mine put on a 
safety lamp basis. 

At the Cambrian Mine of the Western Gem & Jewel Collieries 
Limited, near Rosedale, a new tipple has been erected and a hotel 
and other townsite buildings provided. The whole of the output is 
being produced from mechanized longwall. 

The Brilliant Mine, Drumheller, installed a Mancha Permissible 
storage battery locomotive with spare battery box and charging 
equipment. One Ottumwa box car loader for handling small sizes 
was installed. 

The Alberta Block Coal Co. Limited, Drumheller, has installed 
an Ottumwa box car loader electrically driven by a 22 H.P. motor. 
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One main and tail hoist with two geared drums and 25 H.P. 
enclosed motor with approved starting and control equipment and 
Sullivan coal cutter have been put into service at the Monarch Coal 
Mining Company Limited, Drumheller. 

The Murray Mine at East Coulee has installed a storage battery 
locomotive with spare set of batteries; one 17 K.W. D.C. generator 
charging panel, and other electrical equipment. 

The Regal Mine, at East Coulee, installed one Aerovane fan 
and motor and two electric coal drills. 

In addition to the rescue station at Drumheller, a sub-station 
has been built at the Regal Mine and equipped with first aid and 
mine rescue equipment. 

The Mountain Park Coals Limited installed a Vissac tipple wet 
washer and de-watering plant. Extension of the power and boiler 
houses was also made, and two Babcock and Wilcox boilers, 350 
H.P. each, and a 750 K.W. Allis Chalmer turbo-generator installed. 

At the Cadomin Coal Co. Limited, Cadomin, an Ottumwa box 
car loader was installed, also an Everhart pneumatic shaft signalling 
system. 

At the Coal Valley Mining Co. Limited, Coal Valley, three 250 
H.P. Babcock and Wilcox boilers with chain grate stokers, bunker 
storage and induced fan draft, together with other equipment, have 
been installed. 

The Sterling Collieries Company Limited installed a Jeffrey 
single roll crusher screw conveyor to take product from crusher 
to cleaning tables. Air tables enclosed and four cycline type dust 
collectors installed. 

One new building erected, 56 ft. by 32 ft., part for warehouse 
and the remainder as a shop in which to build Risdone stokers, 
and other screening plant was also installed. 

Mine rescue stations were erected and equipped at Luscar, 
Cadomin, Hinton and other mines on the Coal Branch. 

A number of mines in the Edmonton District installed ventilating 
fans. 

In the Toronto office, Mr. E. S. Clarry continued the efforts to 
extend the sales of Alberta coals in the Ontario market. 
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ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF COAL FROM MINES IN THE 
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 


The following table is taken from a report prepared by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics and published in “Coal Statistics for Canada” for the 
year 1937: 
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Output of shale (in tons) used for making bricks 

Number of shifts worked. 

Average number of men employed 

Explosives used (pounds) 40'/< Dynamite . 

Number of shots fired, using fuse. 

Total number of bricks made . 

Total number of bricks put to stock 
Total number of bricks lifted from stock 
Bricks sold for use in Alberta 

British Columbia 

Manitoba 


PARTICULARS OF WORK DONE BY FARMERS STRIPPING COAL UNDER 
DOMESTIC PERMIT 

5 

Number of days worked during the year 1 

Number of men employed during the year . ' 

Total number of shifts worked . 

Total number of permits issued • 

The above coal was stripped for domestic use only and not for sale. 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE PROVINCE 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE ANTHRACITE COAL FIELD 



During the year 1909 a strike affecting all the larger 
for a period of three months. 

During the year 1911 a strike affecting all the larger 
for a period of eight months. 

During the year 1917 a strike affecting all the larger 
for a period of three months. 

During the year 1919 a strike affecting all the larger 

During the year 1922 a strike affecting all the larger 
for a period of five months. 

During the year 1924 a strike affecting all the larger 
for a period of six and one-half months. 


the Province, lasted 
the Province, lasted 
the Province, lasted 
the Province, lasted 

the Province, lasted 


NOTE.—*Calculating the total per capita production for men employed underground, 
the tonnage mined from stripping pits was deducted and only the tonnage produced 
from mines was used. 

It will also be noted that the tonnage used in the above and following tables does not 
include tonnage extracted under permit. 
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AMOUNT OF MINE TIMBER USED DURING THE YEAR: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 



Round 

Timber, 

Lumber, Ties, 

B.M. linear 

feet feet 

Lagging. 

Slabs. 

Ardley . . 

Big Valley 

Brooks . . 

Carbon. . 

Castor . 

Champion .... 

Drumheller . 

Edmonton. 

Gleichen . 

Haleourt . 

Lethbridge . 

Magrath. 

Milk River. 

Pakowki 7 

Pembina . 

Redcliff . . 

Rochester . 

Sexsmith . . 

Sheerness . 

Taber . 

Tofield . 

Wetaskiwin . 

Whitecourt . 

No Area . 

52,525 

15,735 

23.884 

49L32S 

121,440 

87,656 

2.69L33S 

59,900 

20,096 

1.686,949 

2,218 

6,000 

500 

5,060 

75,440 

89,817 

3.85C 

14,032 

56,245 

4,052 

7,525 

36.35C 

• 

]2oo i 

920 

47,304 
. 16,170 

74,384 33.412 

■ 

■| . 

. ! 16.800 

.... ... 


iS* 

38 

Total . j 

9,961,406 

77,004 j 113,686 


213 

SUB-BP 

TUMINOl 

JS COAL FIELD 



Coalspur. ! 

Morley. 

Pekisko 

Pincher 

| 153,386 

1 1,100 
12,560 




Prairie Creek. 

252i051 

1,831 


2\'z 

Saunders 

178,514 

[ 34.640 

57,604 | 


™al. 

603,011 

! 36,471 

J 5? 6Q4 1 

i 5 

BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 



Cascade . 

287,298 

- - 

| 8,895 ! 


Crowsnest ... . 

Mountain Park .... 

Nordegg 

2,652,068 

1.082,029 

547,002 

915.912 9,300 

1 

1 642,413 


Total . ... 

4.568,397 

915,912 9,300 

1 651,308 J 

i . . 
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QUANTITY OF EXPLOSIVES USED IN POUNDS FOR BLASTING COAL: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 


Areas 

Names of Explosives 

Total 


1 

fis! 

1 

f a|s 
11 III 

sf 

! 

►3m 

Arclley . 

Big Valley 

Brooks .. . 

Camrcse 

Carbon ... 

Champion 

Drumheller . 

Edmonton 

Gleichen 

Halcourt . . 

Lethbridge 

Magrath 

Milk River . . . 

Pakowki 

Pembina 

Redcliff 

Rochester 

Sexsmith . 

Sheerness 

Taber 

Tofield . 

Wetaskiwin 

Whitecourt 

54 

_1 

12.530 

615 

5,150 

12.633 

7.680 

8,470 

136,651 

6790 

320 

13,447 

50 

2,700 

380 

3,000 

4 ’ 2 47^ 

225 

175 

150 

7,817 

5,188 

840 

125 

535 

20 

35 

51 

' 121 

8,688 

1 

50 

1 1 

1 [ 

5 

150 

420 

11,832 

13,768 

60 1 

22 

100 

18 

125 

50 

- 

| 3.490 

7,940 

12,545 

615 

492 
12,813 
7,780 
8,470 
166,167 
28.937 
6,790 
430 
| 41,769 

1 3,540 

505 

1 50 

569 

’ 40 

20 

! 4,475 

| 4,300 

i 276 2 

1 175 

139 

315.769V2 

Total 

! 54 ! 

227,824 Va 

21,488 

17,938 50 1 39,705 

Uo 


SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 




Nan 

ies of Explosh 

res” 



Areas 

Is 

$ 

I 

1 

J 

III 

*3 geo 

1 

| &££ | 

Tocal 

Coalspur . 

Morley . 

Pekisko . 

Pitcher . . 

Frairie Creek . 

Saunders . 

L“ 

725[ .... 

■■■) 

.... 1 2,401 

| 6.437 

31,929 

195 

625 

33,194 

I ' i 

~ "1 

2M0 

2,873 

50,250 

82,904 

2,235 

38.468 

11,597 

Total . 

25 

| 725 

8,838 

65,948 

10,048 

50,250 

135,834 

BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 







1 ' 

Names 

of Explosives 



Areas 


Monobel 

Sheathed 

o 

fill 

J 

"Id 

fisz 

fill 

Total 

Cascade 

Crowsnest . . 

Mountain Park . 

Nordegg . 


150 

37,800 

27,560 

5,200 

51,195 

_! 

s 

37,920 

27,710 

56,700 

8,400 

Total . 

25, 

| 150 

78,960 

1 1 

51,195j 

1 400 

130,730 
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Tofield . 
Wetaskiwin 
Whitecourt 


210,658| 39,2021 390,585 


SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 
36,406) , . j 


10,673! 3,128) 


BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 
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Estimated number of shots fired for blasting rock in Coal-mines in the Province: 


| Electric [ j 

Delay Deton- ; Fuse Squibs } Total 


Champion 

Coalspur 

Cascade 

Crowsnest 

Drumheller 

Edmonton 

Gleichen 


Wetaskiwin 

Castor 


3.679 

16,000, 

20.079 

8.630 


! 5,526! 

4.365: 22.768! 

j 900; 


1,877' 

22.789! 



2o!o79 


Total 

j 4.365' 84.256 

29.647J 100 

! 118.368 

Number of miss-fire shi 

ots recorded in blasting rock in Coal-mines in the Province: 

Carbon 

Castor 

Drumheller 

Edmonton 

Lethbridge 


j 

4I 

n! 

“1 

i 


Total . 

_l_ 1 

H 

48 





e. Including five d 
ACCIDENTS DUR 


Domestic 
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FATAL ACCIDENTS 

Vine Ruzik, miner, age 53, on January 4th, in the mine operated by the 
West Canadian Collieries Ltd., Bellevue, caused when a large piece of coal 
fell from the rib, while he was loading pillar coal, knocking out a prop which 
apparently struck him on the head. Fractured skull, causing instant death. 

William Kennedy, fire boss, age 59, on January 11th, in the mine operated 
by Mountain Park Coals Ltd., Mountain Park. He had apparently started a 
main and tail rope hoist, standing alongside with his left hand on the throttle 
lever, while endeavouring to guide the tail rope with his right hand. His 
hand was caught between the rope and drum and he was drawn over the 
drum. All fingers of the right hand amputated by the rope, also right arm 
dislocated at elbow and right leg fractured below knee, from the effects of 
which he died in hospital at Edmonton on January 16th. 

Thomas Johnson, fire boss, age 38, on February 8th, in the mine operated 
by The Western Gem & Jewel Collieries Ltd., Cambrian Mine, Rosedale 
Station, caused by being struck by coal from an exploded shot. He was 
walking along the longwall face when a shot which had been ignited exploded, 
the coal striking him in the face. Face and head badly crushed, causing instant 

John Wons, miner, age 38, injured in the mine operated by Hillcrest 
Collieries Ltd., Hillcrest, on February 16th, from the effects of which he died 
in Calgary on November 24th. He was working at face of 200 room 3 N. when a 
bump occurred, causing a piece of rock to fall from a jump, striking him. 
Internal injuries to chest, also mouth, jaw and right knee. 

John Cochrane, compressed air locomotive driver, age 26, in the mine of 
The Canmore Mines Ltd., Canmore, on March 1st, caused by being crushed 
against a prop. He was operating a compressed air locomotive and had taken 
it to the charging station when the other locomotive bumped his, causing the 
charging arm to crush him against a prop which had been placed to prevent 
accidents should the charging coupling break. Kidney and liver crushed, 
causing internal bleeding, which resulted in his death 48 hours later. 

Lawrence Ford, chute loader, age 25, on March 8th, in the mine operated 
by the McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Co. Ltd., Coleman, caused by fall of 
coal and rock in pillar workings. He was going through the cross-cut from 25 
to 24 room when a fall of coal and rock struck him on the head and shoulders, 
knocking him face down onto some rocks. Fractured skull and multiple head 
and chest injuries, causing instant death. 

Harry Buttermur and Eldred Ambury, miners, ages 44 and 42, caused by 
blowout of Methane on anticline. They and two other miners and a fire boss 
were working at face of back angle off 2 angle 6 E. when a blowout of Methane 
occurred, which overcame them before they could get to safety. They were 
asphyxiated by Methane, the other men escaping. This accident occurred in 
the mine of the Luscar Coals Ltd., Luscar, on March 14th. 

John Blazevich, miner, age 33, on March 24th, in the mine operated by 
Mountain Park Coals Ltd., Mountain Park, caused by fall of coal and rock in 
pillar workings. He and his partner were working at face of 14 pillar 1 E. level 
when some stone and coal fell from the roof displacing a post, which fell, 
striking him on the head. Fracture at base of skull. 

William Ilecko, miner, age 31; Martin Sprela, miner, age 33; Anton Pastus- 
hak, miner, age 36; George Blcha, miner, age 41; Pete Phillippino, miner, age 
37; in the mine operated by the Hinton Collieries Ltd., Hinton, on March 30th, 
causd by an ignition of gas CH4. They were working at the face of 11 and 12 
rooms at which an electrically operated coal drill was being used. The 
sparking of the electrical commutator ignited gas, causing an explosion which 
depleted the oxygen present in the atmosphere, causing death from asphyxia- 

J. Prisner, miner, age 45, in the mine operated by the Marcus Coals Ltd., 
Clover Bar, on April 20th, caused by an explosion of powder, cause unknown. 
He was in the blacksmith shop sharpening an axe at the emery stone when an 
explosion occurred. It is presumed he was carrying explosives, not in a can, 
which in some manner exploded, causing instant death to Prisner. 

August Shlegal, miner, age 58, in the mine operated by the West Canadian 
Collieries Ltd., Bellevue, on August 15th, caused by slide of rock in pillar 
workings. He was working at the face of 168 pillar, the place having been 
driven through to a cross pitch when a piece of loose rock slipped off the top 
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of a cave, jamming him against a prop. Brachial artery severed, also internal 
bleeding, from the effects of which he died 10 hours later. 

Harry Moodie, miner, age 22, in the mine operated by J. H. Oliphant, 
Carbon, on August 26th, caused by a fall of rock while moving timber. He and 
his partner were moving timber sets in cross-cut when a large cave occurred, 
knocking him down and burying him. Fractured skull, upper and lower jaws, 
pelvis and ruptured bladder and cerebral lacerations of brain, from the effects 
of which he died while being conveyed to the hospital in Drumheller. 

Robert Bowman, machineman, age 38, in the mine operated by the Leth¬ 
bridge Collieries Ltd., No. 8 Mine, Lethbridge, caused by fall of rock at face 
of room, on September 23rd. He was operating an electric cutting machine at 
face of 30 room 2 B. off 4 F.S.W. entry, and had taken out some props in 
order to move the machine, when a fall of rock occurred which knocked him 
down, his head striking against the machine. Fractured skull, causing instant 

John T. Crosby, miner, age 39, in the mine operated by the Hillcrest 
Collieries Ltd., Hillcrest, on September 26th, caused by falling off ladder in 
chute. He was standing on a ladder at the face of 35 angle off 1 level N. 
when he slipped and fell to the floor striking his ribs. Fractured 4th, 5th, 6th 
and 7th ribs left side with traumatic emphysema, causing internal hemorrhage, 
from the effects of which he died about 8 hours later. 

George E. Smith, driver, age 48, in the mine operated by the Wayne Coal 
Producers Association Ltd., Wayne, on November 26th, caused by horse 
haulage. He was driving a horse hauling coal on 2 E. entry when at an 
intersection collided with another trip of cars, and he was jammed between a 
set of timber and the first car. Injured chest and back from the effects of 
which he died December 7th. 

David S. Fraser, rope-rider, age 22, in the mine operated by the Interna¬ 
tional Coal & Coke Co. Ltd., Coleman, on December 8th, caused by rope 
haulage. He had signalled a trip of loaded cars away from C. landing; the 
trip had been hoisted clear off the switch when the rope broke in the socket, 
allowing the trip to run back, and he was struck by the first car. Body 
crushed and internal injuries, from the effects of which he died while being 
taken to the hospital. 
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